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Theories of the right easily seem much more reasonable than ad-
verse theories; just as people in a drawing-room are better dressed
and seem more respectable than those in the antichamber or the
hallway.
Of the arguments exchanged in favor of those theories, those of
the right have a tried fiduciary value; the others, which attempt to
accredit new truths, have no recognized value. Truths of a political
and social nature are not generally accepted before having proved
themselves, so that the credit granted them always comes after the
event.
Fez, April
Oh, how far from central each of us can feel here! In every instant
a whole eternity tarries; the exuberance of spring does not manage to
hide death.
It is not enough to say: "Everything that is young is tender." What
it is important to note first is that every seed is hard, from which
springs the young tender shoot. Every seed must be hard.
Was Balzac aware of the comic aspect of this, which is worthy of
our best humorists?
"Ah, there you are/' said Mme du Val Noble, "it is the story of the
herring, the greatest schemer among fish."
"Why?"
"Well, no one has ever been able to find out/'
20 April
Arrived at Algeciras yesterday, Good Friday; considerably worn
down by the inflammation of the ear that I have been dragging about
for the last six days. Not at all sure that I am doing the necessary to
get rid of it. Today noticeable aggravation. Incapable of reading, of
writing, of walking, I spend almost the whole day stretched out on
my bed, a prey to pain. To what a degree suffering turns the creature
in upon hitnself. . , .
Cuverville, 14 May
Finished yesterday rereading the long succession of novels includ-
ing Les Illusions perdues, Splendeurs et mis&res de$ courtisanes, and
La Dernidre Incarnation de Vautrin, that Saint-Gothard of the ComSdie
humaine* in which Balzac produces at one and the same time his
best and his worst; incomparable in the excellent but far below Zola
6 Lost Illusions, Scenes from a Courtesans Life, and The Last Incarna-
tion of Vautrin are among the most famous novels of Balzac's Human
Comedy.